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ABOUT

This score collection comprises 12 Cantonese choral works composed by Kai-Young
Chan between 2014 and 2024. They are set to ancient Chinese lyric poems (meant to
be sung by the literati in the old times), contemporary literature, original lyrics, and
religious texts. Cantonese choral works have gained increasing recognition and have
been performed by choirs, both Cantonese and non-Cantonese speaking, across
various countries and regions in Europe, North America, and the Asia Pacific.

For long, the scarcity of Cantonese choral music and educational resources has
hindered Cantonese musicians from performing and composing in their native
language, resulting in a lack of representation of Cantonese choral music on the global
stage. The choral works in this collection directly address this issue by tackling the
limited creative output in Cantonese, primarily due to the challenge of effectively
aligning lyrics with the music. Cantonese is a tonal language that relies on pitch changes
to convey word meanings. Unless Cantonese texts are skillfully set to melodies that
follow the tone contours, they risk being incomprehensible or significantly
misinterpreted. Instances of mismatched melodies are still prevalent in Cantonese
music, where numerous Cantonese hymns have inadvertently turned “lord” into “pig”,
“children” into “ear pain”, and “eternity” into “salamanders”.

While the relationship between speech and melody has been explored in studies on
Cantonese opera and popular music, the constraints and creativity involved in
intelligible text-setting for Cantonese choral music have not been thoroughly examined.
Chan has addressed this gap by demonstrating how the constraints of Cantonese text-
setting can be transformed into creative resources in various musical aspects, including
melodic writing, harmony, and textures.

Through a combination of corpus-based methodologies, empirical tests, and practice-
led research, Chan’s efforts have provided theoretical and musical models for setting
text to sung Cantonese. His works highlight composition and performance approaches
that go beyond Western methodologies and challenge stereotypes associated with Asian

music.

For more resources on the composition, performance, and research of Cantonese
choral works, please visit https://cantonesecomposition.com. For performing licenses
of individual pieces, please contact the composer at chan.kaiyoung@cuhk.edu.hk.
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PERFORMANCE NOTES

Cantonese Rising Tones

The notation of a scoop or a slurred ascending grace note are intended to reflect the
rising tones in Cantonese (tones 2 and 5). All scoops or ascending grace notes are to

be played on the beat, with a quick, soft glide leading to the note they are attached to.
No accents should be added to these scoops or grace notes, as suggested in some

performance practices in the Western classical repertoire.

Cantonese Diphthongs

Unless otherwise specified, for all diphthongs (gliding vowels), the latter vowel
should arrive an eighth note before the end of the note. For those on an eighth note
or notes of shorter values, the latter vowel should arrive at half the value of the
note.

IPA
IPA pronunciation guides are available on the following site:

https://cantonesecomposition.com/ constraints-creativity

Performance License
Please contact the composer at chan.kaiyoung@cuhk.edu.hk for performance
licenses of individual works.

RESOURCES

Cantonese Contemporary Music Research
https://cantonesecomposition.com

Cantonese Creative Suite
[Meldody Generator, Melody-tone Converter, Al Lyrics Tool]
https://bit.ly/cantonesecomposition

Cantonese Choral Database
https://bit.ly/canto-choral-database
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SEEKING, SEARCHING

for SSAATTBB choir a cappella
(2015/2023)

Duration: ca. 9’



TEXT AND TRANSLATION

AR GRS Li Ch’ing-Chao: Secking, Searching
TR Seeking, searching,

RIRTHI Shivering silence.

BB R, - Sorrow, suffering, stirring.

E R FE IR Shifting seasons of life

REE R o Seize sleepless souls.

EVNE AR Sipping a bit of wine.

A QN P! That’s no cure to breezy nights.
i, > BB Geese passing, heart aching:
AR B IRFAH R Just as the memories stir.

s ACHERE o MR - A floor of withered yellow petals.
A AR 2 Who would go pick them now?
TEER Weeping window:

o BARR - Who could withstand the dark?
FE A BEE A Tall trees shall shield the rain.
e As night falls:

2REETE R o Pattering, clattering.

HE IR What a scene.

EERT TR No words can gauge all the grief.

(Translated by Kai-Young Chan)
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In a trance again - as if whispering to oneself
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WITHERING BLOSSOMS,
FADING SCENT

tor SATB choir and piano
(2023/2024)

Duration: ca. 7’
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TEXT AND TRANSLATION

AER 5 - ALBEEREERY  Li Ch’ing-Chao: Withering Blossoms, Fading Scent

AL FEA IS R ERK o Lotus blossoms fade in fall.

HER AR > M LR o Loosened silk robes. A lonely boat.
LEr AR E R Who’s sent letters through the clouds?
T VSRR RT T 3 A flow of geese. A moonlit tower.
TCHBZEKHER - Petals drifting down the stream.
—TEAAE > R PAK o Two hearts apart. One lovesick dream.
Iy o] ] There’s no cure to all this pain.

A FJEEE - Al B - With fading frowns, the sorrows surge.

(Translated by Kai-Young Chan)
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Withering Blossoms, Fading Scent
for SATB choir and piano (2023/2024)

in Cantonese
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The last singer to change should sustain " si" as long as possible in a single breath with morendo.
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Tenor: Change to the following melody one by one at different times, tempo range J=521060.
The last singer to change should sustain " si" as long as possible in a single breath with morendo.
Leave the stage one by one and surround the audience.
S - softer with each entry and repeat
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Bass: Gradually leave the stage one by one and surround the audience.
Sustain "}l si" as long as possible in a single breath.
Leave the stage one by one and surround the audience.
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BENEATH THE MOONLIGHT

for SATB choir and piano
(2014/2024)

Duration: ca. 4
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TEXT AND TRANSLATION
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Su Tung-Po: Beneath the Moonlight

When will the moon be bright and clear?

Raising my wine glass, I ask the dark blue sky.

In the palaces of the heaven,

Which season is it now?

Much as I want to ride the wind for the palaces,

I fear the pagodas of jade and mansions of crystal,
Which are unbearably lofty and cold.

Dancing with my moon lit shadow

Transcends me out of the mundane world.

The turning moonbeam is shed on the rouge mansion,

Hanging upon the window,

Shining over the sleepless.

The moon should have no resentment,

But why is it always full in parting moments?

Man has their time of sorrow and joy, parting and reunions.
Moon has its time of dimness and brightness, waning and waxing,
Imperfections pervade all since the beginning of time.

May we be blessed with longevity.

Even though we are miles apart, we can still share the full moon.

(Translated by Kai-Young Chan)
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for SATB choir and piano (2014/2024)
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EGRETS AROUND THE MOUNTAIN

tor SATB choir and piano
(2019/2024)

Duration: ca. 3’
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TEXT AND TRANSLATION

Rt <PEEW - A Su Tung-Po: Egrets around the Mountain

PUZEILIE H TR As egrets fly around the Saicoi Mountain,

HAENAE LY - The fishing boats sail about the Saanfaa Island.
BEAE TR B fE - Full-grown mandarin fish swim in streams with peach petals.
HIE—SHEHY Bringing with me my blue bamboo hat,

HHRER] AR EEA > I travel around in my green straw cloak.

AR JEVAH R AN B The howling wind and drizzle shall not send me home.

(Translated by Kai-Young Chan)
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Bk

UT ADREAM

tor SATB choir a cappella
(2019/2024)

Duration: ca. 5’45
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TEXT AND TRANSLATION

frEt «PHVLH - HE—KEY  SuTung-Po: Life is But 2 Dream

tE—g R Life is but a dream.

NA S FERK I 2 How many falls would come?

A R SE IR AR Rustling leaves swirl through the halls,
BHUEHEE L - Teasing my graying hair.
HRFERED Poor wine repels my guests.
HEAZHEY; - Moonlight veiled by clouds.
HAKREBLILAIOG Alone in Mid-Autumn night,
EEERILE - Sorrow fills up the glass.

(Translated by Kai-Young Chan)
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Su Tung-Po (1037-1101)

J = 60 Melancholic

‘First singer always follow conductor ‘

75

VLA - ik RE

Life is But

a Dream

for SATB choir a cappella (2019/2024)

in Cantonese

BRRE
Kai-Young Chan (1989-)
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*Each singer should enter one by one at a different time and tempo
(range J=52- 66). Repeat passage until Rehearsal A.
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T ?P} T f 1 T T — M}f
e e fS E====
o f r
2 |’ m A W B W% F. 1 k) — % X # A
S. ji minglong, hon ceoi me - i touban soe - ng. sai si jatcoengdaai mung jan
—
m
|
i |
s A
-
Mo o Bk ue A E OO . oW OB BE L.
gaan gei do-u cau loeng?  jeloi fu - ngjip  jiminglo - ng. hon ceoi mei tou ban  soeng
e v . 2
A e "k A ¥ oowE B WOH W OB F. #oos — B ok
: loeng jeloi fung jip jiminglo - ng,hon ceoi me-itou ban soe - ng.  sai si jatcoengdaai
A — mp — P mp —nf |
~ ‘ NSox o — - — 1 ~ ~ e E——
‘W"—'ijﬁﬁh‘ } } } }—} G‘ I et I il I In I )§ - I D
D) —~ & - b L= D — 7 <
7 i < bﬁ\/iﬁ - ;t# ]
N AN BE e [ ) E OB K F OB W OE
jan sang gei dou cau loeng jeloi  fung jip  jiminglong, hon ceoi mei tou ban
mf firmly
b 4 - T - T - T - T - T } ]
T. ey { { { { &b !
E)y I I I I I ] 1
sa -
)" - T - T - T - T - T - ]
B. | i i i i i |
I I I I I 1




76

S e e
ol .
LS
fmJ dv n
2 g :
Ty =8 N
= . o e
V) =3 Y o=k TR i
| e § LR 3
R L1E S
) f z
||V
g8 ol = 2 ||al
| L2 Bl
Hmm . )90& B W;u
=, T % 5 T -2 N
la 79
NI v o3
o0
=}
.‘v = 1
I i < 2
' i) E..m f|W>u.Esf>|m
N #E
= #HE e AN
®3 N <8
] ®.e
o m 1
) & 28
V]
=
' o
o £
RS b
S - || 2 L
)
L ﬂm =
3
g
& .
H_w Wa L $S
ke 1
=3 T
%.m
G = i .
2 o0 -5 o2 11
DO Do o N N
\
% < = o

coeng

—mf

=66

s Al

18

i
A

A

A =

S1

sai

S1

sai

ng,

mu

TN TNA
HEE O
T A s
I Qo 1 [}
3 3
TN EE (S IR
= BN =]
E E
@ L) o0
N I
=1 °Q
Q1| =E 0 43
N Lﬂ.um
2 o
»Rg pgs
(5]
| 1| — L Eu
b B4 v e
T p.mJ JV B
Y mg
o #a .c =]
K5
TN 3 2
4 g ,
=]
=4
! o
ar.g
. < T E
11 Lm v =
S A o P
\
v <

\

77

Reduction

(for rehearsal only)
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TEXT AND TRANSLATION
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Hsin Ch’i-Chi: Night at the Lantern Festival

As easterly wind brings blossoms to a thousand trees,

The shimmering lanterns sweep through the night like showering stars.
Precious horses and carved carriages left a trail of fragrance.

In flute music that moves even the phoenixes,

And as the moon slowly ascend and descend,

Lights dazzle through the dancing lanterns of fish and dragons.

Maidens wear hairpins of moth, silver willows, and golden threads,
Laughing, chattering, and filling the air with subtle scent.

In the crowd I searched for that person again and again.

Suddenly, as I turn around,

The face is there:

Where the lights ate dim and sparse.

(Translated by Kai-Young Chan)
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L HF
MAYBE YOU'VE GROWN
WEARY OF WEEPING

for SATB choir and piano
(2019/2021)

Duration: ca. 4’15
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TEXT AND TRANSLATION

M—% <WEr»

WHRFRHERG KR
WFF > IR B — P
RV W 44 AN B
AN ELAR > WRHE AN EEAR o

IEFG AR IR R A -
ANEFIE R RIS
SRR AN AW RO -
B AEAATE JFC PRI -

R UR A M 5 B
BRI N RERIARSOK -
WHRFRBEIE B E 4 -
FEARFE R N R R

HRJE VR SR e P B
AR IRIE > PR RHE -
Pt e IR AR
T AR LR AR A ©

Wen Yi-Tuo: Maybe You’ve Grown Weary of Weeping

Maybe, you have grown weary of weeping,

Maybe — maybe, you should get some sleep.

Well then, I will ask the owls not to cough,

The frogs not to croak, and the bats not to fly off.

I will not let the sunlight reach your eyelids.

I will not let the breeze brush your eyebrows.

No one will wake you from your sweet dreams.

I will plant a pine tree — an umbrella shield — for you to sleep underneath.

Maybe, you will like the sound of worms churning the soil,
Or that of grassroots softly taking in water.

Maybe, this music you hear is more beautiful

Than the quarrels and curses of man’s world.

Well then, shut both of your eyes tight:

And I shall let you sleep — I shall let you sleep.

I will lightly cover you with earth,

And let the banknotes of the underworld fly slowly.

(Translated by Kai-Young Chan)
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Kai-Young Chan (1989-)
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Maybe You’ve Grown Weary of Weeping

in Cantonese

69

for SATB choir and piano (2019/2021)

Tenderly, like a lullabyJ

)

Wen Yi-Tuo (1899-1946)
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Ak 7K
A DITCH OF DESPAIR

tor SATB choir and piano
(2024)

Duration: ca. 5’45
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TEXT AND TRANSLATION

f—% «FEK> Wen Yi-Tuo: A Ditch of Despair
BT EIEK This is a ditch of despair, stagnant and still,

T BEUICAS RE 2 B R Where even a gentle breeze fails to create a ripple.
AN 2 7 L S 4, > Why not throw in some scrap copper and iron,
PRNEH VR IR SE - And gleefully splash your leftover with disdain.
SR ) B AR B 35 22 Perhaps the copper will turn into jade green,

BRIE L5 Ak AE And rusty iron will blossom like peach flowers.

T e A — o e e Let the greasy surface weave a lustrous tapestry,
WA A e - As mold release a mist of rosy hues.

FRAC K B — 1A Let the stagnant water ferment into a green wine,
TR TR B Adorned with frothy peatls of white foam.
JINERATY AR R S B R Tk > The laughter of small bubbles fuels larger bubbles,
SR AR B AL AR Only to be pierced by mosquitoes thieving the wine.
TR JE— I8 AB L BEK Thus, a ditch of despair, once lifeless and bleak,
Wikt Ao e o Now boasts a hint of vibrance and gleam.
TR I AR 2 If the lonely frog cannot resist its solitude,
EAFEIK I TR o even the stagnant water may cry out in song,

jE ALK This is a ditch of despair,

=L S ESin)v Inevitably bereft of grace.

ENUE By SR Why not let Evil plough this bitter Earth,

B A AR B And marvel at the wonders it unfurls?

(Translated by Kai-Young Chan)
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K

A Ditch of Despair
for SATB choir and piano (2024)
in Cantonese

H—% R
Wen Yi-Tuo (1899-1946) Kai-Young Chan (1989-)

Optional opening

The piece may also begin directly at bar 1
(with the choir coming in at bar 2)

Solemnly, chant-like
Rubato, senza misura (J =56)

m M ca.4” ~ ca. 8”
v P —3 ]
y 4 \ I — \ I 7
Soprano S% i J P — J J | |
V= = - W 8 #2 M R K
ze si jat kau zyut mong dik  sei seoi
—_—_— ﬂ
m M ca.4” ~ ca.8”
P —3—
y 4 \ I — \ I I
Alto gg i J P — J J [ ! !E—‘%
V= & - W A8 2 B R K
ze si jat kau zyut mong dik  sei seoi
Y
m M ca.4” ~ ca. 8”
P —3—
Tenor |iHfer | i P — i e ‘
% L g [ \ \
= pi - W B 2 M R K
ze si jat kau zyut mong dik  sei seoi
—_—_— -ﬂ.
mp M ca.4” A ca.8”
o o —3, A Z E_@
b [P T oo § 1 %
\ ‘ ‘ — ‘ :
= H — W . . -
ﬂ_‘: ) oM = B,J §E 7J(_ - Start with the same pitch chosen for the previous note
ze s1 jat kau zyut mong dik sel S€01 |- At their own starting time, each member slides slowly
! from their chosen pitch very gradually towards an A4
1 (S and A) or A3 (T and B), fade out in one breath
, - It is not necessary to arrive at an A, but those who do
| should sustain it within bar 2
Dissonant Tone cluster:
- One member from each part of the choir should be assigned to sing the boxed pitches
- Others should each choose an indefinite pitch between A3-G#5
. - It is not necessary to fill up the chromatic spectrum or choose equal-tempered pitches
Solemnly, chant-like
Rubato, senza misura (J =56)
o) m
6 = A
ANSY4 %
[
Pi
1ano ~
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Kai-Young Chan: in a word

Word by word by wotd,
The tale of the prison unfolds:

“Faai3”: I wish to break free, as quickly as it can be.
“Haau3”: I wish to honor my parents,

Though our bond was once strained.

They jump through hoops to visit me,

And they have never abandon me.

“Ng6”: I seek to comprehend the lessons from this passage.
“Dang?2”: never would I know, the time behind the bars.
There are no clocks or watches,

Only endless fermatas:

AllT can do is to wait. But I will wait,

Till I see the day.

Be yourself.

Especially do not feign affection.

Neither be cynical about love;

For in the face of all aridity and disenchantment,

It is as perennial as the grass.

“Hoko6”: I will strive to rewrite my fate with knowledge.
“Moub’’: never would I know, what else could I hold.

Stripped of everything, I have learned to desire nothing, Then I will...

“Cam4”: I will seek my way, till I see the day.

“0O13”: I could feel love behind the bars.

This love, this love came from you, volunteers.
May music ignite the torch.

May the chains be unshackled after all these years.
May all this

Be the dawn of rebirth.

(Translated by Kai-Young Chan; Adapted from stories from Nancy

Loo; With a quote from Desiderata by Max Ehrmann)
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LU
FROM THE CHRYSALIS

tor SATB choir and piano
(2024)

Duration: ca. 5’30
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Carl Cheuk-Fung Chan: From the Chrysalis

In the chrysalis.
I was a butterfly from the chrysalis.
Was it my whim as a caterpillar

That left me confined, no grouse allowed?

Was it my filth as a caterpillar

That left me confined, deep in this shroud?

Nol!

It is not!

It is not a prison,

But a rite of passage.

Only when I cannot wriggle,
Can I ruminate in solace.
Perhaps, through loss,

We see the value of presence.
Life’s a one-way journey

To be traversed only once.

I shall light up the path,
Spread my wings wide,
And I will soar towards the blue sky!

With every beat of my wings,

I shall reach the skies beyond range.
With every beat of my wings,

I will stir many winds of change.
Summoning the rains,

Awakening all living things:

Effects a tiny butterfly can bring.

From the chrysalis
I am a butterfly.

(Translated by Kai-Young Chan; the English translation is set
in a separate SATB a cappella work, ‘A Chrysalis Tale’)
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Kai-Young Chan (1989-)

69

T

From the Chrysalis
for SATB choir and piano (2025)
in Cantonese
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Psalm 23

The Lord is my shepherd:

I shall lack nothing,

He makes me lie down in green pastures.
He leads me beside still watets.

He restores my soul.

He guides me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.

Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil,

For you are with me.

Your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies.

You anoint my head with oil.

My cup runs over.

Surely goodness and loving kindness shall follow me all the days of my life,
And I will dwell in the Lord's house

Forever. Amen.

(Adapted from World English Bible)
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LOVE NEVER FAILS

for SATB choir and piano
(2024)

Duration: ca. 4’30
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TEXT AND TRANSLATION

ML HjE 13: 4-8
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1 Corinthians 13: 4-8

Love is patient and is kind.

Love doesn’t envy.

Love doesn’t brag, is not proud,
Doesn’t behave itself inappropriately,
Doesn’t seek its own way,

Is not provoked,

Takes no account of evil;

Doesn’t rejoice in unrighteousness,
But rejoices with the truth;

Bears all things, believes all things,
Hopes all things, and endures all things.
Love never fails.

(From World English Bible)
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Love Never Fails
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