


Matthias Bonitz

PSALM 38

38 29N

fur:

Sopran — Klaviertrio

alternativ: Bariton

(c) Copyright 2023 by Matthias Bonitz Distributed by Universal Edition



Foreword

The composition "Psalm 38" is a pasticcio from my secular oratorio "Wir sagen uns Dunkles"
(published by UNIVERSAL EDITION).

On the occasion of the terrible attack by Hamas on October 7, 2023, I arranged this part (pasticcio)
as a new score to draw attention to the consequences of the flaring up anti-Semitism using Paul
Celan as an example.

In the 1st part of the oratorio "Wir sagen uns Dunkles" I refer to Celan's origins. For a long time
after the end of the First World War, the Jews of Bukovina were the keepers of the German
language and culture.

The poet Paul Celan came from there, "a region", as he himself put it, "where people and books
lived".

The fate of the Jews in the Nazi era and its effects on the survivors such as Celan, who suffered
from "survivor's guilt" throughout his life, is the subject of the first part, introduced here
instrumentally by excerpts from my piano quartet Schachnovelle (after Stefan Zweig).

Psalm 38 follows in Hebrew (2013 in collaboration with the Jewish cantor Mimi Scheffer from
Berlin).

Translated with www.DeepL.com/Translator (free version)

Vorwort

Die Komposition “Psalm 38” ist ein Pasticcio aus meinem weltlichen Oratorium “Wir sagen uns
Dunkles” (bei UNIVERSAL EDITION verlegt).

Aus Anlass des schrecklichen Uberfalls der Hamas am 7. Oktober 2023 habe ich diesen Teil
(Pasticcio) als neue Partitur bearbeitet, um auf die Folgen des aufflammenden Antisemitismus am
Beispiel von Paul Celan hinzuweisen.

Im 1.Teil des Orattoriums ,,Wir sagen uns Dunkles* beziehe ich mich auf die Herkunft Celans.

Die Juden der Bukowina waren nach dem Ende des Ersten Weltkrieges noch lange Zeit die
Bewahrer der deutschen Sprache und Kultur.

Der Dichter Paul Celan stammt von dort, ,einer Gegend*, wie er selbst formulierte, ,,in der
Menschen und Biicher lebten®.

Das Schicksal der Juden in der Nazi Zeit und deren Auswirkungen auf die Uberlebenden wie Celan,
der Zeit seines Lebens an einer ,,Uberlebensschuld® litt, ist Inhalt des 1. Teiles, hier instrumental
eingeleitet durch Ausziige aus meinem Klavierquartett Schachnovelle (nach Stefan Zweig).

Auf Hebréisch folgt der Psalm 38 (2013 in Zusammenarbeit mit der jiidischen Kantorin Mimi
Scheffer aus Berlin).
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Psalms Chapter 38 2°97n
L1 N9 i N 1 A Psalm of David, to make memorial.
217920 0K 201N 9%RPI-OR--T)T 2 2 O LORD, rebuke me not in Thine anger; neither

chasten me in Thy wrath.

ST 00V DOIM 522003, %000 3 3 For Thine arrows are gone deep into me, and
Thy hand is come down upon me.

197, N3y aiow-1R STRYI 9N 2 ahn-PR T 4 There is no soundness in my flesh because of
SDRP Thine indignation; neither is there any health in
my bones because of my sin.

S3OM 17297 ,722 PRI WX MY NIy o A 5 For mine iniquities are gone over my head; as a
heavy burden they are too heavy for me.

SRADIR LI97 ONTNa0 PR WPRT Y 6 My wounds are noisome, they fester, because of
my foolishness.

ORI77 VIR ,0Pa-22 ;TRR-TY DAY Nyl T 7 1 am bent and bowed down greatly; I go
mourning all the day.

a2 ,0hn PRY ST IRDD L9033 1 8 For my loins are filled with burning; and there
is no soundness in my flesh.

227 DRI RIRY STRD-TY NPT NN v 9 I am benumbed and sore crushed; I groan by
reason of the moaning of my heart.

TINQI-XY T ,NINY NIRA-22 TN IR S 10 Lord, all my desire is before Thee; and my
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sighing is not hid from Thee.

11 My heart fluttereth, my strength faileth me; as
for the light of mine eyes, it also is gone from me.

12 My friends and my companions stand aloof
from my plague; and my kinsmen stand afar off.

13 They also that seek after my life lay snares for
me; and they that seek my hurt speak crafty
devices, and utter deceits all the day.

14 But I am as a deaf man, I hear not; and I am as
a dumb man that openeth not his mouth.

15 Yea, I am become as a man that heareth not,
and in whose mouth are no arguments.

16 For in Thee, O LORD, do I hope; Thou wilt
answer, O Lord my God.

17 For I said: 'Lest they rejoice over me; when
my foot slippeth, they magnify themselves
against me.'

18 For I am ready to halt, and my pain is
continually before me.

19 For I do declare mine iniquity; I am full of
care because of my sin.

20 But mine enemies are strong in health; and
they that hate me wrongfully are multiplied.

(-°277) -7 noA P --n2i0 oA LAy HwnI 8921 They also that repay evil for good are

210

O30 POIR-28 TN T 121YR-OK 29

SOV IR ODY? AN A9

adversaries unto me, because I follow the thing
that is good.

22 Forsake me not, O LORD; O my God, be not
far from me.

23 Make haste to help me, O Lord, my salvation.
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